
Birding in  
SuBIRDia!



Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center near Denton & Iain 
Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary.

AUDUBON NEBRASKA
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Nebraska’s Birds:
 How Many Birds In Nebraska?

What’s our State Bird?

 Heaviest bird in Nebraska?

 Lightest bird in Nebraska?

 Fastest bird in Nebraska?

How much do you know?

461 366 225

Western Meadowlark

Trumpeter Swan

Ruby-throated 
hummingbird

Peregrine Falcon
Photo: Adrian Olivera



54% of U.S. is now developed as 
suburban or urban areas, the 
“suburban/urban matrix” 

Plants in suburban and urban areas 
tend to be about 80% NON-native

Birding in  
SuBIRDia!



SuBIRDia does exist!



Meeting birds’ needs
in the places people live

Photo by Emilie Chen (Creative Commons)

Bird-Friendly Communities

Food
Shelter
Safe passage
Places to raise

young



Native Plants Are Better for Birds

 Berries and fruits
Four Plant Food Groups for Birds 

Photo USFWS NE RegionPhoto by Doug Tallamy
Photo by Jesse Gordon

Photo by Andrew Reding (Creative Commons)

Photo by Nick Shearman

 Nuts and seeds
 Nectar
 ?



96% of land birds 
feed insects to 
their chicks

Photo by Christopher Ciccone



Insects

Photo by Doug Tallamy

Best Caterpillar 
Trees

Oak 557
Willow 456
Cherry 456
Birch 413
Crabapple 311
Blueberry 288
Maple 285
Pine 203
Hickory 200



Photo by Janet Loew

Nestling 
chickadees eat 
390-570 
caterpillars per 
day, or...

...over 9,000 
caterpillars until 
they fledge



Leaf Litter

Photo by Schizoform (Creative Commons)



Minimize Pesticide Use

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MkzH5yy1me9B8M&tbnid=4NAEuDjXEmnP1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://home.howstuffworks.com/lawn-garden/professional-landscaping/basics/using-pesticides-in-landscaping.htm&ei=lcZeUoXAGY7_4AODoYCICQ&psig=AFQjCNGNBPK_FkrXVuv3aK7Jf7YWjkYUQw&ust=1382029313318648


What plants are 
native to my 
area?

What birds can 
I attract?

How can I get 
local support?

Photo by Susan Buttrick



Plants for Birds

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants


Plants for Birds



BROWN 
THRASHERS love 

native shrubs!
• American Plum
• Red Mulberry

• Smooth Sumac



ORCHARD ORIOLES love dogwoods 
and American Plum thickets.



BALTIMORE 
ORIOLES love 
American Elm  
and other 
native trees!



Woodpeckers!



Nuthatches!



Bluebirds & blue birds!



Blackbirds & black birds!



Wrens & Finches!



Hawks & Falcons!



Photo by Dave Fox

Questions, thoughts, or comments? We would 
love to hear from you!

SCP@Audubon.org

THANK YOU!
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