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The Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, Inc. (NSA) Landscape Steward Site Affiliation Program was developed to recognize Nebraska’s important people-planted landscapes and to form an ongoing partnership with managers and caregivers of those landscapes.  Any landscape in Nebraska that demonstrates high quality design, development and maintenance, and/or significant historical or cultural importance is eligible to be nominated as a Landscape Steward site.  Such sites can include, but are not limited to, parks, golf courses, school grounds, courthouses, libraries, museum grounds and other public properties; private and public college campuses; business campuses and commercial properties; and significant residential/private landscapes.   

Benefits of the Program

The benefits to those who become Landscape Stewards are significant and include:

· Frameable certificate of affiliation.

· Opportunity to purchase official on-site recognition signage.

· Authorization to use official NSA plant labels.

· Professional development opportunities through annual NSA curator meetings.

· Access to new plant material distributed by NSA.

· Access to NSA affiliate site grant programs.
· Statewide recognition and exposure through NSA publications, web site and outreach efforts. 

· Opportunity to recognize local supporters and volunteers through NSA awards program.

· NSA publications Leafings, The Seed, and Great Plants Gardener. 

· A 10% discount on NSA horticulture and landscape consultation services.

· Reduced admission to NSA sponsored workshops and events.

· Free admission to more than 270 public gardens throughout North America.

Perhaps the best benefit of the program is the opportunity to associate and share ideas with like-minded people working to improve landscapes all across Nebraska.  Information shared through the organization helps all Nebraskans become better stewards of the landscape.

Requirements for Gaining and Retaining Affiliation
Any high-quality landscape can be nominated for affiliation with NSA through the Landscape Steward program. The process begins with the submittal to NSA of the attached application form.  A visit to the nominated site (or sites for multiple-site effort) is then scheduled for an evaluation by NSA staff.  If the site(s) is found to meet the criteria of the program, a recommendation of acceptance is then made to the NSA Administrator who approves all Landscape Steward nominations.  It’s that simple.  

Once a property has been recognized as a Landscape Steward Site, retaining affiliation requires only that the site continue to be properly maintained, that a brief semi-annual report of activities be submitted to the NSA office and that the annual site affiliation dues be paid (currently $130).  Although maintenance expectations will vary with the type of site involved, the general NSA maintenance philosophy includes: 
a) proper weed control; b) appropriate pruning; c) prompt removal of dead plant material; d) wise and efficient irrigation; and e) appropriate lawn care practices that do not cause harm to trees and other landscape plants (i.e. mower, trimmer and herbicide damage, over watering, etc.).

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, Inc. 

Landscape Steward Affiliate Site Nomination Form

Thank you for your interest in the “Landscape Steward” site affiliation program of the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum.  Please provide the following information for the property being nominated.

Name of the arboretum (or site): ___________________________________________________________________

Community and general location of site or sites (described so a visitor can find it): ___________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________

Name of contact person (person in charge of the landscape): ____________________________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________  E-mail Address: ___________________________________

Web address if applicable: _______________________________________________________________________

The site is owned/managed by: ____________________________________________________________________

Approximate size of the site in acres: _______________________________________________________________

Primary purpose of the site (park, schoolyard, business, residence, etc.): ___________________________________

Is the landscape considered historically significant? (yes/no) ____________

On separate paper, please provide the following information.

1) Describe why the site’s tree plantings and/or landscape is special and worthy of recognition.  

2) If applicable, describe any important historical aspects of the landscape.

3) Provide a list or summary of the important and/or unusual plants that can be found on the site.

4) Describe the general maintenance philosophy for the site(s). 

5) Attach several photographs of the site along with any other information that will help validate the importance of the effort such as newspaper accounts, published articles, landscape design plans, etc.  

Mail the nomination form and all supporting information to Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, Inc., P.O. Box 830964, Lincoln, NE 68583-0964.  Please direct questions and/or comments to Justin Evertson, jevertson1@unl.edu or (402) 472-5045. 
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________________ Date: __________________________

