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Fun Facts About Opossums

• North America’s only marsupial
• Dates to the time of dinosaurs
• Immune to rattlesnake bites
• Plays dead to survive
• Tastes like chicken?
• Nature’s garbage cleaner
• Can eat over 500 ticks a day!
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Fun Facts About Squirrels

• 280 different species globally.
• Nebraska: Fox Squirrel, red squirrel 
and flying squirrel.

• Front teeth never stop growing.
• Squirrel means ‘shadow tail’ in Greek.
• Some fox squirrels and gray squirrels 
are black – interbreeding.

• Squirrels can fall from 90 feet without 
being hurt.

• Hind legs are double‐jointed – great 
for running up and down trees.

• Important for tree survival and forest 
health

• Incredibly agile and clever. Can eat 60 
lbs of birdseed in a day.

Appreciating the 
Unappreciated
Honeyvine and Monarchs

Nettles and Question Marks

Violets and Fritillaries
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So Many Environmental 
Challenges

• Habitat loss
• Decreased biodiversity
• Increasing extinction rates
• A changing climate
• Degraded soils
• Water quantity and quality 

concerns
• Ocean acidification and dead 

zones
• Population growth
• Human apathy and our 

disconnect from nature

The Evidence is Mounting Rapidly

• WWF Living Planet Report 2014: 52% 
decline in vertebrate species 
populations since 1970 

• Monarchwatch.org: 24 million acres 
east US grassland habitat loss since 
1996.  Total habitat loss to monarchs 
167 million acres.

• Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation – variety of data on 
declining pollinators

• Modeling Wild Bee Abundance in the 
US, National Academy of Science –
Nov 2015
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Mountain Plover

Greater Prairie Chicken

Bobolink

Greater Sage Grouse

Nebraska Species Threatened

River Otter

Swift Fox Southern Flying Squirrel

Northern Long-eared Bat
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Ornate Box Turtle

Great Plains Toad Tiger Salamander

Massasauga

Regal Fritillary 
Monarch

American Burying Beetle Western Bumble Bee
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Western Prairie Fringed Orchid
Colorado Butterfly Plant

White Oak
Ute’s Ladies Tresses

It’s the moral challenge of our time that we 
develop and promote a new ethic for 
sustaining the planet as we work to sustain 
ourselves. We are all in this together.

A Moral Imperative
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1. The more biodiverse, the better.

2. Shelter, food, water

3. Wildness, stems, logs, snags

4. Emphasize native plants, 

5. Plant in groups with tight spacing.

6. Improve/sustain soil health and 
practice nutrient recycling.

7. Practice smart lawn care.

8. No pesticides except as last resort 
on the most problematic species.

9. Be water-wise.

Tips for Wildlife-Friendly Landscapes

Native plants bring native wildlife!
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Monarch & 
milkweed

Butterflies and Their Host Plants

Painted Lady – asters, 
sunflowers, echinacea

Red Admiral – nettles, 
pellitory, hops 



9

Mourning Cloak –
willow, elm, hackberry 

Tawny Emperor -
hackberry 

Question Mark – nettles, 
elm, hackberry

Comma – nettles, hops, elm
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Black Swallowtail – parsley family

Tiger Swallowtail – cherry, 
linden, cottonwood, willow

Regal Fritillary - violets

Spangled Fritillary -
violets
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Spring Azure – dogwood, jersey tea

Eastern Tailed Blue – clover, bush clover, legumes

Clouded Sulphur – clover, alfalfa, etc

White-Lined Sphinx or Hummingbird Moth 
– tomato, four o-clocks, purslane, 
primrose
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Catalpa worm or Catalpa sphinx

Dragonflies & Damselflies 
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Bumble Bee

Leafcutter BeeMason Bee

Hoverfly (Syrphid Fly)

Soldier Beetle

Firefly –
Lightning Bug

Blister Beetles

Milkweed Beetle
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7 Spotted –Lady Beetle

Asian Lady Beetle

Praying Mantis

The vast majority of insects in the landscape are 
beneficial or benign to plants and people. 
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The vast majority of insects in the landscape are 
beneficial or benign to plants and people. 

Lacewing

Damsel Bug

Crab Spider

Garden Spider

Arachnids!
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Cardinal

Junco

Nuthatch

Birds!

Black-Capped Chickadee

Brown Creeper

Cedar Waxwing

Brown-Headed Cowbird Red-Winged Blackbird

American 
Goldfinch
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Downy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Hairy 
Woodpecker

Red-bellied 
Woodpecker

Red-headed 
Woodpecker

Ruby-Throated Hummingbird

Cooper’s Hawk

The Big and the Small
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Nebraska’s Biomes: 
A Crossroads of Diversity

Niobrara Valley

A few of our 
incredible native 
plants!
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Sideoats Grama, Bouteloua curtipendula

Little Bluestem, Schizachyrium scoparium
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Prairie Dropseed, Sporobolus heterolepis

Dwarf Blue Indigo, Baptisia minor
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Pale Purple Coneflower, Echinacea pallida

Western Coneflower, Echinacea angustifolia

Mountain Mint,
Pycnanthemum virginianum



22

Butterfly Milkweed, Asclepias tuberosa

Showy Milkweed, 
Asclepias speciosa

Common Milkweed, Asclepias syriaca

Gray-Headed Coneflower,
Ratibida pinnata

Upright Prairie Coneflower 
(Mexican Hat)

Ratibida columnifera
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Dotted Gayfeather, Liatris punctata

Rough Gayfeather,
Liatris aspera

Wild Quinine – Parthenium integrifolium
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Showy Goldenrod, Solidago speciosa Stiff Goldenrod, Solidago rigida

Aromatic Aster, Aster oblongifolius

New England Aster, Aster novae-angliae
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Bloodroot,
Sanguinaria canadensis

Woodland Wildflowers Wild Columbine,
Aquilegia canadensis

Solomon’s Seal,
Polygonatum commutatum

Boneset or White Snakeroot
Ageratina altissima

Common Bellflower, 
Campanulastrum americanum
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What about non-natives?

Catmint

Salvia spp

Sedum

Moonshine Yarrow

Snowberry, Symphoricarpos occidentalis

Don’t forget about 
trees and shrubs.

Quercus velutina

Carya ovata
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Native Trees and Biodiversity
Bringing Nature Home by Doug Tallamy

1. Oak (Quercus spp) – 517

2. Willow (Salix spp) – 456

3. Cherry (Prunus spp) – 448

4. Cottonwood (Populus) – 368

5. Crabapple (Malus spp) – 311

6. Maple (Acer spp) – 285
*includes box elder 

7. Elm (Ulmus spp) – 213

8. Hickory/Pecan (Carya spp) – 200

9. Hawthorn (Crataegus spp)  – 159

10. Ash (Fraxinus spp) – 150 

Callery Pear (Pyrus calleryana) - 1

Poplar Sphinx Moth

Tiger Swallowtail

Carya illinoensis
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Carya ovata

Carya cordiformis

Juglans nigra
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So Many Regionally Native Oaks!

Bur Oak

White Oak

Chinkapin Oak

Swamp White Oak

Chestnut Oak

Post Oak

Overcup Oak

Red Oak

Black Oak

Blackjack Oak

Shingle Oak

Cherrybark Oak

Hills Oak

Shumard Oak

Texas Red Oak

Buckley Oak

Quercus velutina

Quercus imbricaria

Quercus alba Quercus rubra Quercus muehlenbergii

Albuquerque = Alba quercus
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Tilia americana

Crabapples!
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Black Cherry - Prunus serotina

Asimina triloba
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A Few Evergreens

‘Canaertii’

‘Taylor’ Juniperus 
virginiana

Juniperus chinensis 
‘Spartan’, ‘Keteleer’, etc
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Picea meyeri

Abies concolor

Pseudotsuga menziesii
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Pinus ponderosa

Shadblow Serviceberry, 
Amelanchier canadensis

A Few Shrubs



35

Quercus prinoides

Cornus racemosa
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Corylus americana

Buttonbush, 
Cephalanthus occidentalis
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Wild Plum, Prunus americana

Eastern Wahoo, Euonymus atropurpurea
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Bottlebrush Buckeye, Aesculus parvifolia 

Viburnums!
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Viburnum prunifolium

Viburnum rufidulum
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Onondaga Viburnum, 
Viburnum sargentii ‘Onondaga’

American Cranberrybush Viburnum
Viburnum trilobum
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Wayne Park, Waverly



42

Lawson Park
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Waverly Schools

Sustainability isn’t about saving the 
planet, it’s about saving ourselves.
It should be the concern of everyone.

Justin Evertson  
jevertson1@unl.edu

www.plantnebraska.org 


