


TOP GARDEN PICKS

TREES AND SHRUBS

spring

Cream Wild Indigo
Baptisia bracteata

Dwarf  Spiderwort	
Tradescantia tharpii

Serviceberry	
Amelanchier spp.

Golden Alexanders
Zizia aurea

Blue Phlox
Phlox divaricata

Large Beardtongue
Penstemon grandiflorus

American Plum
Prunus americana

summer
TOP GARDEN PICKS

TREES AND SHRUBS

autumn

Aromatic Aster
Aster oblongifolius

Wild Senna	
Senna hebecarpa

Hoary Vervain
Verbena stricta

Wichita Mtns. Goldenrod
Solidago ‘Wichita Mtns.’

TOP GARDEN PICKS

TREES AND SHRUBS

Prairie Smoke
Geum triflorum

New Jersey Tea
Ceanothus americanus

Narrowleaf  Coneflower
Echinacea angustifolia

Dotted Blazing Star
Liatris punctata

Blue Pitcher Sage
Salvia azurea

Stonecrop
Sedum spp.

Witchhazel
Hamamelis virginiana

Leadplant
Amorpha canescens

American Linden
Tilia americana

Butterfly Milkweed
Asclepias tuberosa

pesticides  
& pollinators
We can do a lot to support pollinators 
by minimizing pesticide use around our 
yards. Pesticides like bug and weed 
killers can have a disastrous effect on 
pollinator populations. Most bug killers 
(called insecticides) are poisonous 
to pollinators and kill them directly, 
sometimes years after application. 
Weed killers (called herbicides) cause 
indirect harm by eliminating flowering 
plants critical to their food supply. 
Instead of using pesticides, try these 
alternatives.

KEEP YOUR PLANTS HEALTHY
A healthy plant can fend off pests and diseases by 
itself. This means picking the right plant for the 
right place. If a plant is struggling, make sure the 
mulch around it isn’t too deep.

STRIVE FOR BIODIVERSITY
A landscape with many different kinds of plants 
can encourage native predators of garden pests, 
which in turn reduce pest populations. Try to grow 
at least a few different bloomers for each season.

TRY SOFTER METHODS
Handpicking larger pests and spraying soapy 
water on smaller ones are some chemical-free 
options. You can manage aggressive or unsightly 
weeds by cutting them back as they bloom. 

Buttonbush
Cephalanthus occidentalis

Beebalm
Monarda fistulosa
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more at  
plantnebraska.org
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