Back Up Your Application
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Use this document to craft your responses to Greener Towns application questions, then copy-and-paste when you apply online. Save this as a backup in case there are issues with submittal.

Your Green Team

Gather those who represent people impacted by this project, anyone from neighbors to maintenance staff. Commit each to working 3-6 hours per month 
over the course of the program to coordinate this project. It makes sense for larger projects to have more Green Team members.

Who is your Green Team Leader? (name, occupation, affiliation, email, phone, address)
· What is this person’s connection to the project/Why are they involved? (limit 255 characters)
Who is your second Green Team member? (name, occupation, affiliation, email, phone, address)
· What is this member’s role or responsibility within the project? (limit 255 characters)
· What is this person’s connection to the project/Why are they involved? (limit 255 characters)
If you have other Green Team members, who are they? (name, email)
· What is this member’s role or responsibility within the project? (limit 255 characters)
· What is this person’s connection to the project/Why are they involved? (limit 255 characters)
Who is your design partner? (name, affiliation)


Working with a professional is required if you are requesting over $5,000, otherwise your design partner can be 
a volunteer Green Team member with experience in creating landscapes.

Who will be responsible for project upkeep and ongoing maintenance? (name, affiliation)
· What is their level of expertise with landscape and/or tree management? (limit 255 characters)
Your Project
We want to learn about your project and how it will impact the community and the environment.

What do you want to call your project?
Please be clear and concise. A good example would be "Trees for Habitat at Prospect Park".
What is the story of this project? (limit 1,800 characters)
Please summarize what this project is and why it matters. Be bold and convincing but also as brief as possible. 

· Where is this project located? Describe the location if the site doesn’t have a physical address:

Project must be public property, have public access or have clear public benefit.

· County:

· Land Type:

· Who owns the lands this project will sit on?

· When do you plan to plant this project? (spring 2020 or fall 2020)

What community need does this project address and how do you know this need exists? (limit 1,800 characters)
What top three goals does your Green Team want to accomplish through this project? 
How will your landscape meet each goal? (limit 1,800 characters for each)
Please relay your top three goals and explain how you will meet them. You can select from the following examples or enter your own.

COMMUNITY GOALS
· Provide a comfortable and restorative environment for visitors

· Enhance community identity by creating a special place or landmark

· Provide opportunities for kids' outdoor learning and unstructured play

· Enhance the commuter experience and people get from here to there

· Connect people to food through edible plants

ECONOMIC GOALS
· Plant trees to save money on heating and cooling or to lengthen the life of pavement

· Plant smart to improve landscape resiliency and recovery after disaster

· Spend less time/money on mowing and trimming by picking the right plants and limiting lawn space 

· Spend less time/money on weeding by placing plants closely or using living mulch

· Enhance community image and increase local activity through landscape beautification


ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS
· Shade a hot spot in town by planting trees, adding a green roof or removing pavement

· Use plants to create habitat for pollinators, birds and other wildlife

· Use plants to limit erosion and build healthy soil

· Use plants to manage water by slowing it down and soaking it up where if lands

· Minimize water and chemical usage by matching plants to site conditions
Funding
Funds are awarded on a reimbursement basis, so you'll have to cover cost initially (unless your vendors are okay with delaying payment) 
until your Greener Towns funds arrive after the project is complete.

Who is sponsoring (paying for) this project? (name of entity)
How much funding assistance are you requesting from Greener Towns for this project? ($)
This figure should be the same as the Reimbursement Request stated on your Budget Table. You can request between $1,000-$20,000.
How much do you plan to contribute in "match"? ($ paid, $ donated, $ total)
These figures should be the same as the Paid Match, Donated Match and Total Match stated on your Budget Table.
What is the anticipated total $ value of this project? ($)
Total Value = Funding Request + Total Match

Where will funds for upkeep, management and plant replacement come from? (limit 255 characters)
Community Connections
Open the door to resources by identifying organizations, city departments and businesses that can help you. It's up to you to contact them.

Who are the most important people, businesses and/or organizations that will assist with this project? (limit 1,800 characters)
· Who is your district forester: Find out here
· What Natural Resource District are you located in: Find out here
· Who is your community environment extension educator: Find out here
· Is your town a Tree City USA: Find out here
· What plant nurseries and/or garden centers are nearby: Find a Nursery Near You
How will public outreach and education be incorporated into this project? (limit 1,800 characters)
At least one outreach event or publicity campaign is required as part of Greener Towns.

Bonus Points
Here's your opportunity to boost your application's competitiveness by claiming bonus points that count as extra credit toward your score. 
Applications are reviewed by committee and selected competitively using a rubric.

+1  This Green Team has led a successful project before. Explain: (limit 255 characters)
+1  This project takes place on a Nebraska Statewide Arboretum Affiliate Site. Explain: (limit 255 characters)
+1  This project takes place in District 6 of NET’s map. Explain: (limit 255 characters)
+1  This project will utilize paid staff trained in plant care or contract with professionals for maintenance. Explain: (limit 255 characters)
+1  This project utilizes local ecotype plants or recycled, repurposed or locally made materials. Explain: (limit 255 characters)
+1  This project’s timeline and budget have a replanting built in to replace any lost from the original planting. Explain: (limit 255 characters)
Submit your application at plantnebraska.org. Questions can be directed to Rachel Anderson at randerson28@unl.edu.

