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50 Trees to Plant More of in Eastern Nebraska 
Justin Evertson, Nebraska Forest Service – Oct 2012 

 
Large Deciduous Trees (typically over 40 feet tall at maturity)   
1. Baldcypress - Taxodium distichum (a graceful, deciduous conifer; great for wet areas; drought tolerant; good fall color; 50’x 30’) 
2. Coffeetree, Kentucky - Gymnocladus dioicus (native; amazingly adaptable; beautiful winter form; 50’x 40’) 
3. Elm, American - Ulums americana (disease resistant varieties include ‘Valley Forge’ and ‘New Harmony’; 50’x50’) 
4. Elm, ‘Accolade’ - looks like American elm; Morton Arboretum hybrid of U. japonica and U. wilsoniana; 50’x 40’.  
5. Elm, ‘Frontier’ - smaller, glossy leaves; lacy bark pattern; purple fall color; U. parvifolia x U. carpinifolia; 40’ x 30’.  
6. Elm, ‘Triumph’ - cross between ‘Vanguard’ and ‘Accolade’; very adaptable; vigorous upright growth habit; 60’x 40’. 
7. Hickory, Bitternut - Carya cordiformis (most common native hickory; sulphur-yellow buds; transplant when small; 40’x 30’) 
8. Hickory, Shagbark - Carya ovata (native; shaggy bark; yellow fall color; prefers moist, fertile soil; transplant when small; 50’x 40’) 
9. Linden, American - Tilia americana (native; large leaves; drought tolerant; heavy shade; fragrant flowers; 60’x 40’) 
10. Linden, Silver - Tilia tomentosa (similar to T. americana; dark, shiny leaves have silvery underside; 50’x 40’) 
11. Maple, Black - Acer nigrum (native; large, droopy leaves; orange fall color; ‘Green Column’ an upright form; 45’x 35’) 
12. Maple, Sugar - Acer saccharum (beautiful tree that should be planted more; nice fall color and attractive chalky bark; 50’x 50’; suitable 

cultivars and selections include Caddo, ‘Fall Fiesta’, ‘Green Mountain’, ‘Legacy’, ‘Table Rock’, ‘Wright Brothers’) 
13. Oak, Bur - Quercus macrocarpa (outstanding native; big and majestic; very tough and reliable; 60’x 75’) 
14. Oak, Black - Quercus velutina (native; glossy, dark-green leaf; great spring and fall color; needs to be used more; 50’x 45’) 
15. Oak, Chestnut - Quercus montana  (interesting chestnut-like leaf; prefers moist, fertile soils; avoid high pH soil; 50’x 35’) 
16. Oak, Chinkapin - Quercus muehlenbergii (great native tree; tolerates high pH soils; narrow, chestnut-like leaves; 50’x 40’) 
17. Oak, English - Quercus robur (similar to white oak; tough, reliable; long, abundant acorns; narrow types available; 60’x 50’) 
18. Oak, Mongolian - Quercus mongolica (similar in appearance to Bur Oak; performing well in N. Dakota; 50’x 45’) 
19. Oak, Northern Pin - Quercus ellipsoidalis (similar pin oak but more Nebraska adaptable; good red/maroon fall color; 50’x 35’) 
20. Oak, Red - Quercus rubra (reliable native; common, tough and adaptable; nice red fall color; 50’x 50’) 
21. Oak, Sawtooth - Quercus acutissima (fast growing oak from Asia; unique, sawtooth leaves; upright growth; 50’x 35’) 
22. Oak, Shingle - Quercus imbricaria (very distinctive narrow, smooth leaves that are held through winter; 45’x 35’) 
23. Oak, Shumard - Quercus shumardii (rarely planted; drought tolerant; similar to red oak; good fall color; 45’x 40’) 
24. Oak, Swamp White - Quercus bicolor (popular; attractive glossy leaves with silver underside; good for wet or dry soils; 60’x 50’) 
25. Oak, White - Quercus alba (native to s.e. Neb; similar in stature to bur oak; good fall color; few acorns; 65’x 60’) 
26. Pecan - Carya illinoinensis (makes a nice yard tree; underutilized; seek northern seed sources; transplant when small; 50’x 50’) 
27. Sycamore - Platanus occidentalis (tough native; beautiful mottled and creamy/white bark; good on wet sites; up to 80’x 50’) 
28. Tulip Tree - Liriodendron tulipifera (tulip-like flowers; distinctive 4-point leaves that flutter in wind like cottonwood; 50’x 40’) 
29. Walnut, Black - Juglans nigra (native; proven throughout Nebraska; tough and reliable; good lumber tree; 60’x 45’) 
 
Medium Deciduous Trees (20 to 40 feet tall at maturity) 
30. Aspen, Bigtooth - Populus grandidentata (native to northern U.S.; attractive green/white bark; narrow habit; 35’x 25’; European Aspen 

(P. tremula) is similar and has been used to create narrow forms such as ‘Pyramidalis’ and ‘Tower’) 
31. Buckeye, Ohio - Aesculus glabra (native; very tough & adaptable; rounded form; interesting ‘buckeye’ fruit; 30’x 30’) 
32. Buckeye, Yellow - Aesculus flava (more upright and taller than Ohio Buckeye but not as tough; smooth fruit capsule; 40’x 30’) 
33. Cherry, Black - Prunus serotina (native; eye-catching when in flower; fast growing, adaptable; 35’x 20’) 
34. Elm, Lacebark - Ulmus parvifolia (distinctive mottled bark; yellow seeds in fall attractive against glossy foliage; seek out reliable 

cultivars/seed sources; needs protected sites in Nebraska; 35’x 25’) 
35. Filbert, Turkish - Corylus colurna (also called tree hazel; pyramidal shape like linden; scaly bark; 35’x 25’) 
36. Magnolia, Cucumbertree - Magnolia acuminata (thick lustrous leaves; cucumber like fruit; 40’x 30’) 
37. Maple, Miyabe - Acer miyabei (similar to hedge maple but appears to be more adaptable; thick, glossy leaves; 30’x 25’) 
38. Maple, Paperbark - Acer griseum (small tree; cinnamon red exfoliating bark is great for the winter landscape; 20’x 15’)  
39. Maple, Shantung - Acer truncatum (glossy, distinctive leaves; rounded form; proving to be tough/reliable; 15’x 15’) 
 

Evergreen Trees 
40. Douglasfir - Pseudotsuga menziesii (soft blue-green needles; distinctive cones; graceful habit; avoid open sites; 50’x 30’) 
41. Fir, Canaan - Abies balsamea var. phanerolepis (similar to balsam fir; common Christmas tree; nice; 45’x 20’) 
42. Fir, Concolor - Abies concolor (attractive blue-green, long, upswept needles; most reliable fir for Nebraska; 50’x 25’) 
43. Pine, Bosnian - Pinus heldreichii var. leucodermis (☼; great looking tree; dark green; similar to Austrian pine; 45’x 30’) 
44. Pine, Eastern White - Pinus strobus (graceful; fast growth; soft, long needles; tolerates damp soils; grows big to 70’x 40’) 
45. Pine, Korean - Pinus koraiensis (edible nut; soft, attractive needles in groups of five; looks promising; 50’x 30’) 
46. Pine, Lacebark - Pinus bungeana (slow growing but graceful; beautiful mottled bark; multi stem habit; 45’x 20’) 
47. Pine, Ponderosa - Pinus ponderosa (native; best on well-drained soils; attractive cinnamon-brown-black bark; 65’x 30’) 
48. Pine, Southwestern White - Pinus reflexa (graceful five-needle pine; ‘Vanderwolfs’ a common form; 35’x 20’) 
49. Pine, Swiss Stone - Pinus cembra (to 50’ tall; similar to Korean Pine; seldom seen; edible nut; soft foliage) 
50. Spruce, Meyer - Picea meyeri (native to east Asia; bluish color similar to Colorado spruce; 50-60’x 30-40’) 
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